          The Long-Shining Waters Reading Group Guide

1. The Long-Shining Waters is a novel about the power of a place--Lake Superior. Could this novel have been set anywhere else? Do you think of Lake Superior as a constant throughout the novel, or is it different in each section? 

2. The novel is structured in three storylines set in 1622, 1902, and the year, 2000. How did you relate to each of the storylines? Did you find them to be equally compelling?

3. The lifestyles of the characters in each storyline were very different. What did you find most interesting in the juxtaposition of the three ways of life?

4. There is a fourth character, whose voice speaks from under the water throughout the novel.  How did you interpret this voice, and how does its inclusion inform your understanding of the book as a whole? 

5. As a reader, you are shown some of the character’s dreams, or their momentary fragmented waking memories of dreams. What is the function of dreams in the novel?

6. In each era depicted in The Long-Shining Waters, (and in the fourth voice, too), the writing is different. How does it differ in each of the sections? 

7. In 1622 Grey Rabbit is being inundated with dreams/visions of young children in danger. What, in the end, was the significance of her dreams? 

8. You could look at the books three story lines as being about three women, but you could also look at them as being about a family group/tribe, a largely isolated couple, and a single woman. Are there different conclusions to be found by looking at the stories in these two ways?

9. In each of the storylines the relationship of the characters to the natural world is different. How do those relationships compare and contrast?

10. How do you imagine the futures of Grey Rabbit and her family, Berit, and Nora? Why do you think the author chose each story’s particular ending?

11. What have you taken away from this novel? What has left the strongest impression on you?

